
Sinclair Tour and Travel 5494 5083 

Murray River Cruise and Little Desert Tour – 8 days 

Departs Sunday 22nd October. 

$4,199 per person twin share. Single $1725 

 

 

 

Tour Inclusions: 

Door to door transfers 

Flight to Adelaide and return from Melbourne 

Sth Australia’s Monarto Zoo 

4 night Cruise on MV Murray Princess (Captain Cook Cruises)  

with ALL MEALS 

Little Desert Nature Lodge with ALL MEALS 

Nocturnal Tour and Mallee Fowl Tour 

Sovereign Hill Sound & Light Show 

Ballarat Botanical Gardens tour 

7 Breakfasts, 3 lunches,  7 dinners 



Day One. Sunday 22nd October. 

After pick up from your door as usual, you’ll be transferred to the airport for your flight to 

Adelaide. Here Peter will meet you and have a tour of the city before arriving at our overnight 

destination. (D)  

Chifley Adelaide. (08)  8223 2800  

 

Day Two. Monday 23rd October. 

 

   

After a hot and hearty breakfast at our hotel, we’re in for a real treat as visit the Monarto Zoo 

– one of the largest open-range zoos in the world. It spans more than 1,500 hectares and is 

home to more than 500 animals and 50 species of exotic and native mammals, birds and 

reptiles. Then it’s on to historic Mannum where we depart mid-afternoon the PS Murray 

Princess.  Mannum is  the birthplace of the Murray River trade and communication, and  heads 

upriver while you enjoy a Welcome Dinner.  

     

As we cruise under floodlight to our overnight mooring at Caurnamont, you may see nocturnal 

wildlife on the riverbank. Watch for kangaroos, hairy-nosed wombats, tortoises, egrets and 

many other species. Our on-board entertainer provides music for the night owls. (B) (D)  

 

 

 

 



Day Three Tuesday 24th October.  

 

Daybreak and time for the keen photographers to be out to capture  the special light and the 

morning movement of wildlife. Prolific  birdlife includes pelicans, wrens and swans. Enjoy a 

leisurely  morning and lunch cruising upriver to Blanchetown through one of 13 locks which 

maintain the flow and levels of water. This afternoon we moor opposite to the township of 

Blanchetown for our overnight anchorage. As the last rays of the sun fade, we join a guided 

tour of Burk Salter Wines vineyards and surrounding vineyard and enjoy wine tasting at the 

cellar door which is fitted out with beautiful red gum bars. After dinner, join us for all the fun 

and excitement, and participate in our “Murray River Cup”.  (B) (L) (D)  

Day Four Wednesday 25th October  

After breakfast we cruise downriver to picturesque Swan Reach. The town was first settled in 

the 1850s, was originally the largest of five sheep and cattle stations in the area and is now 

home to native flower and fruit growers. The original Swan Reach homestead is now the Swan 

Reach Hotel where you can enjoy an ale or cappuccino overlooking the Murray River.  

   

Join the guided walking tour and visit the Swan Reach Museum – a must for every visitor. 

Cruise downriver after lunch and take in the tranquillity as the landscape slides by. When we 

arrive at Sunnydale, it’s all ashore for the Woolshed Show as we recreate typical Australian 

woolshed history. Later we visit the Native Wildlife Shelter where some of South Australia’s 

most interesting native animals are cared for. And then of course, there is the great Aussie 

Barbecue – cooked and served in a bush setting on the banks of the mighty Murray River. An 

optional Nocturnal tour by tractor and cart is available after dinner (additional cost).  (B) (L) 

(D)  



Day Five. Thursday 26th October. 

 

After an optional early morning Bush Tucker Breakfast (additional cost) or a bush walk with 

the Captain, the vessel cruises slowly downriver past magnificent cliffs scoured by the river 

over millions of years. We reach Ngaut Ngaut Aboriginal Reserve, one of Australia’s most 

significant archaeological sites, for a step back in time – tens of thousands of years – for a 

guided boardwalk tour to view ancient rock carvings and to learn about Aboriginal history in 

the area. We return to the vessel to cruise downriver to Younghusband. Along the way, 

adventure seekers can also take a speedboat ride. Tonight the Captain and his officers host a 

spectacular Farewell Captain’s Buffet Dinner. Dress up and dance, if you wish. (B)(L)(D) 
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Day Six. Friday 27th October. 

We leave Younghusband and head back to Mannum. After breakfast we reluctantly say 

farewell as we arrive at the Mannum Wharf. Here we’ll once again join the Sinclair Tour and 

Travel bus and head off to the Little Desert National Park.  

                    
 

Welcome to the desert that isn't! Despite its name, forget the traditional picture of the desert 

with its rocky treeless plains and endless rolling dunes. Instead, discover how many species of 

plants and animals have succeeded, on poor soils with little water, in creating a different kind 

of arid landscape, one where survival depends on maintaining a delicate balance of natural 

forces.  Between later winter and early summer the temperatures are comfortable and the park 

is full of blossoms and wildflowers. More than 670 species of native plants have been recorded, 

representing about one fifth of Victoria's indigenous flora. Over 220 species of birdlife have 

been recorded including the elusive mallefowl and rare southern scrub robin. We’ll enjoy a 

nocturnal tour here tonight.  

      
 

Little Desert Nature Lodge (03) 5391 5232. (B) (D)  

 

Day Seven.  Saturday 28th October. 
 

After brekky we’ll enjoy a tour of the mallee fowl before we head off to Ballarat. We’ll 

overnight here and you’ll love the Sound and Light Show after dinner.  ‘Blood on the Southern 

Cross’ is an explosive multi-million dollar sound-and-light show like nothing you’ve 

ever seen before! The story of the Eureka Rebellion, a dramatic battle between gold miners and 

Government forces at Ballarat on 3 December, 1854, is retold nightly by ‘Blood on the 

Southern Cross’, Sovereign Hill’s acclaimed sound-and-light spectacular. 

 



 

 

Set under the night skies at Sovereign Hill, ‘Blood on the Southern Cross’ involves no actors 

– just voices, dazzling sound-and-light effects and a stunning open-air set. Visitors travel across 

the site on a comfortable transporter and view much of the action from the re-created Free 

Trade Hotel on the Eureka Diggings. Experience the miners’ disgust at unfair gold taxes and 

witness the dramatic burning of the Eureka Hotel. Then, listen to Governor Hotham’s reasoning 

for a dawn attack on a band of men who were the first to swear an oath of loyalty on Australian 

soil to a flag that was not British – the flag of the Southern Cross.  (B) (D)  

Barkly Motor Lodge (03) 5331 8838 

 

Day Eight. Sunday 29th October. 

 

Sadly, this is our last breakfast together. How hard will it be to go back to tea and toast!! After 

brekky, you’ll enjoy a tour of the Botanical Gardens  before heading to Melbourne airport for 

your flight home. We do hope you enjoyed your tour with Sinclair Tour and Travel. Please tell 

your friends. That’s how our business grows. We look forward to travelling with you again 

really soon. (B)   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 



INCLUDED IN TOUR 

 
 Air conditioned bus fitted with coach seats for your comfort. 

 Door to door airport transfers.  

 Air travel from Brisbane to Adelaide and Melbourne to Brisbane.  

 Motel accommodation on a twin share basis. 

 Breakfast (B), Lunch (L) and Dinner (D) as indicated. 

 All entries as listed. 

 Name badge, luggage labels, water bottle & travel bag.  

GENERAL INFORMATION 

BOOKINGS 

Please phone 5494 5083  for bookings.  A Tour Booking Form will be sent to you 

for completion and return with a deposit of $1000.00 per person within 7 days to 

secure your booking.   

BALANCE PAYMENT 

Balance of payment is to be received at least 60 days prior to Tour Departure 

Date.  For Tour Bookings made within 60 days of Tour Departure Date,  full 

payment is required on booking. 

CHANGES TO ITINERARY 

Sinclair Tour and Travel reserves the right to alter any itinerary due to unforeseen 

circumstances beyond its control and to cancel any tour due to insufficient 

bookings.  A full refund of fare will be made if tour is cancelled by Sinclair Tour 

and Travel 

 

CANCELLATION FEES 

 

Number of days notice given Fee payable 

More than 60 days Nil 

30 – 59 days 50% of tour Price. 

15 – 30 days 75% of Tour Price 

8   - 14 days 100% of Tour Price 

Less than 8 days 100% of Tour Price 

Day of Departure or during tour 100% of Tour Price 



 

In addition to the above fee any moneys paid in respect of bookings with other 

tour operators, airfares,  attractions, etc. on your behalf and which cannot be 

recouped will also be payable.   A $50 administration fee (per person) will be 

charged on ALL cancellations regardless of the number of days notice given.   

 

 

To cover cancellations due to illness or for loss of baggage we strongly 

encourage passengers to have travel insurance. We can arrange Travel 

insurance for you as we now sell  QBE and Covermore Travel Insurance. 

Phone us today 5494 5083 for a brochure. Prices are very reasonable.   
 

 

 

 


